CHAPTER XV          ^
WRECKS AND CATASTROPHES

SOMETIMES it is possible for members of the band
of helpers to avert impending catastrophes of a
somewhat larger order. In more than one case
when the captain of a vessel has been carried un-
suspecting far out of his course by some unknown
current or through some mistaken reckoning, and
has thereby run into serious danger, it has been
possible to prevent shipwreck by repeatedly impress-
ing upon his mind a feeling that something was
wrong; and although this generally comes through
into the captain's brain" merely as a vaguely warn-
.ing intuition, yet if it occurs again and again he is
almost certain to give it some attention and take
such precautions as suggest themselves to him.

In one case, for example, in which the master of
a barque was much nearer in to the land than he
supposed, he was again and again pressed to heave
the lead, and though he resisted this suggestion for
some time as being unnecessary and absurd, he at
last gave the order in a somewhat hesitating way.